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This year's fire season in Australia has been amplified. This
season has seen the worst fires in decades. The fire season began
in late July but is expected to continue until January or February.
So far 28 people are dead nationwide, and more than 3000 homes
have been damaged or destroyed. The fires have been said to have
been exacerbated by persistent heat and drought conditions.

There have been fires in every Australian state, but New
South Wales has been hit the hardest. The Australian fires have
mostly been started by natural causes like lightning strikes in
drought affected areas, but humans could also be blamed. There
have been 24 people charged with deliberately starting bushfires.

Experts say that climate change has worsened the impact of
natural disasters. Entire towns have been engulfed by fire. The
heaviest structural damage was in New South Wales, where 1558
homes were destroyed and over 650 damaged. More than 17.9
million acres of land have been burned across the states. About
half a million animals have been affected by these wildfires. An
estimated one million are dead, but could be as high as one billion.
One third of koalas have been killed due to these fires. More than
2000 firefighters are working on ground in NSW alone.

Australia is only about halfway through the fierce season,
and the temperatures are expected to peak in January and
February. The fires are unlikely to ever be completely put out
because of the annual occurrence.

-Fallon Northrop
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Air Jordans

Air Jordan is a brand of basketball shoes and athletic clothing produced by Nike. It
was created for former NBA player and 5 time MVP Michael Jordan. The original Air Jordan
sneakers were produced exclusively for Michael Jordan in early 1984, and released to the
public in late 1984. When people think of the NBA, the first player to come to mind is
usually the notorious Michael Jordan because of his skills and accomplishments.

During college, Michael always wore Converse’s Chuck Taylor shoes and actually
had plans to sign with the brand, but Nike didn’t want that happening. They made many
bargains with Jordan saying that they would push him forward as the face of the brand, and
make his wildest dreams come true. Unfortunately, Michael wasn’t convinced and declined
the offer because he didn’t like the shoes and the thickness of their soles. When Nike
heard about this feedback, they quickly changed how their sneakers were designed. So
finally, Jordan and Nike teamed up to make the “Air Jordan” brand that would forever
change the way we look at basketball apparel and sneakers.

Out of all of the Air Jordans, the “Air Jordan 1” is the most iconic of them all.
Designed by Peter Moore, the Jordan 1 was originally released from 1985 to 1986. With a
total of 23 models and colorways, this shoe has a diversity of outfits and clothing to wear
with it. Each year, the Jordan Brand brings in roughly $145 million. What most don’t know
about him is that much of his fame and success comes from his unique shoe line that’s
partnered with Nike called “Air Jordan”. The rise in cost is jaw-dropping at first, when you
see that Air Jordans cost just $65 when they debuted in 1985, and the latest version goes
for $180.
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We had no clue as to how this intruder got into our house. My dad swore up and
down that he locked all the doors and all the windows. My mother and | hid while my dad
looked inside. We kept on telling him that we should call the police, but he insisted on trying
to figure this out on his own. Finally, he gave up and called the police to let them know that
someone was in our house.

When the police came by they checked the entire house and said it was empty. My
parents and | were confused because we could have swore that someone was inside the
house. We concluded that maybe we were just tired from the busy day, so maybe we were
seeing things. We went inside, checked for ourselves to make sure that no one was in there,
and still it looked the exact same way as we left it. We all said goodnight and went to bed.

Sunday morning we got up early because | had another basketball game. After the game
we went to the mall. My team had won the championship so my parents let me buy whatever
| wanted. As it started to turn dark we headed back home. We walked up our driveway and
noticed something in our window. It looked like the same intruder that we saw last night!

- Emily Betson
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Tastykake Review

Tastykake is a company that sells snack sized, pre-packaged treats to the mid-Atlantic
and Northeastern portion of the United States Of America. It is headquartered in the
Philadelphia Navy Yard. The company was founded by Philip J. Baur and Herbert T. Morris.

Tastykake cupcakes are by far the most popular form of Tastykake treats. These
delightful goodies have a delicious frosting on top of the cupcake itself. The cupcake has a
perfect texture of soft delightful cake.

Juniors are very similar to homemade cakes. They are flavorsome and have a soft
mouth watering cake texture. The frosting is the same as the cupcakes. Some kinds of
juniors might be dry at times.

Krimpets have the best texture of the Tastykake treats. The frosting is similar to
cupcakes and juniors. Nothing is bad about the Krimpets.

Some kinds of Kandy Kakes have a soft texture inside of the chocolate shell. There
are a variety of different kinds of Kandy Kakes. The shell can be too fragile sometimes. Some
kinds of Kandy Kakes are quite dry on the inside. Some kinds can lack flavor.

Many Tastykakes have different versions of the original form. Some versions are
better than others. This sums up most of Tastykake’s product line.

-Drew Frescoln

Book Review

Five Feet Apart by Rachael Lippincott is a novel that was made into a film in 2019. This
book romanticizes the disease Cystic Fibrosis by making the two teenagers fall in love, but not
be able to touch or be near each other.

This book is about a teenage girl named Stella who was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis.
She caught a small cold, so she was taken to the hospital because it could have become
dangerous. That day a boy around the same age as Stella comes to the hospital to seek better
treatment. He too has Cystic Fibrosis but also b. Ceptia, another disease. His name is Will
Newman. The two meet after Will notices Stella in the hallway and follows her into the baby
nursery, Stella’s favorite place in the hospital. The two have to stay six feet apart at all times so
they do not catch each other’s bacteria. If that happened, they would have the same disease
which would increase Will's chance of dying.

The couple talk for a little while until a nurse catches them. The pair start to speak more
and Stella realizes Will does not do his treatments, so she FaceTime's him while they do their
treatments together. Stella decides she wants to be closer to Will, so she takes one foot back
from their hospital orders. Five feet apart. Just a little closer.

Overall this story is heart touching and tragic, but it teaches lessons and makes you
think about the world differently. | definitely recommend reading this book, but get some tissues
ready because it is a very emotional plot.

-Madison Parris
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Black History Month

The time has come again to celebrate the achievements of African Americans
and to reflect on how far we have come in society. Black History Month is celebrated
in February every year. A man named Carter G. Woodson conceived what was at
first, “Negro History Week.” By the time Woodson was dead, his idea of Negro
History Week was officially a part of African American Culture.

In 1976, Gerald R. Ford expanded the week into a whole month. Ford believed
Americans should “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our
history.”

Black History Month has now become a big part of not only African American
culture, but of American Culture. As a country we should recognize the oppression
and progress that blacks have gone through. We have accomplished a lot, and
celebrating our accomplishments is something that we should all take pride in. As the
words in the Black National Anthem states, “Sing a song full of faith that the dark past
has taught us.. let us march on until victory is won.” We will continue to march on from
the past, and recognize the sacrifices made for our future. The black community has
made many accomplishments, and has done things many people thought blacks
could never do. Let us continue to make more progress in our walk through society.

-Gabby Allen

Teacher Feature

Mr. Kugelman is our new middle school music teacher. He grew up in Germantown, but in
elementary school, moved to Wyndoor, a suburban town just barely in Montgomery County, PA. Mr.
Kugelman has two dogs. His dog named Toby is a boxer mix that he rescued about 9 years ago. His
wife’s dog is Quincy, a Lhasa Apso.

Mr. Kugelman attended Penn State University, Auburn University, and is currently enrolled at
Temple University. He is hoping to graduate this summer, or fall, with a Ph.D. in music education.
Surprisingly, Mr. Kugelman says that he wasn’t a “standout music student” in high school until he
took a music theory class. He shared that his high school music teacher is his greatest mentor, and
now a close friend.

If Mr. Kugelman wasn’t a teacher he says that he would probably have gone to school for
engineering, because it has always fascinated him. He can also take apart many instruments, clean
them, and then put them back together! His favorite instrument is the saxophone. Mr. Kugelman
majored on the saxophone in college, and he now teaches as a professor of saxophone at
Immaculata University.

Over the past summers, Mr. Kugelman has gone to the Ferrwood Music Camp in Butler
Township, PA. Grade school musicians from all over attend this camp to try and improve their
teaching methods! But this summer he plans to stay home and spend time with his wife Shannon
and their soon-to-arrive daughter. Mr. Kugelman enjoys travelling, experiencing new cultures, and
trying new foods in his free time. He would like to spend his free time this summer with his daughter,
and as she grows experience all kinds of fun places.

-Sarah Smith
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interboro Wrestling

Hello everyone of Prospect Park School, my name is Gabe and | am on the
school’s wrestling team. My team is made up of two captains Nick and Jamal. Then we
have our team members. They are myself, Jamal, Nick, Bruno, Noah, Logan, Aden,
Mera, Colin and Justin. We have two coaches, Andre and Kiy. Our practices are at the
high school.

Our practices are not easy! The coaches have us do suicides up and down on
each line. Practice can be exhausting but they are getting us ready for our matches. We
wrestle very hard and all of my team members have more than two wins. Our team is
smaller than most teams, but they are a great group.

When we go to matches, our uniforms consist of singlets and headgear. The
headgear is to protect our head and also to ensure we do not get cauliflower ear. This
would happen if another wrestler was grabbing on our ears too much or banging them
into the mats.

Sometimes when | am at a match and | see my opponent with big muscles it can
be intimidating. But | remind myself not to be scared, | have been preparing for this and
it's all about technique. My team is great! We work hard but also have a lot of fun.

- Gabe Stankiewicz

Tik Tok is a social media platform that has taken the world by storm. Between it's
comedy videos and addictive dances, everyone is now participating. Tik Tok had originally
been called “Musical.ly”. It had been based off of short lip-sync videos including hand motions
and camera angles going along with the song. In November of 2017 Musical.ly turned into Tik
Tok.

Tik Tok is now one the world’s most used social media platforms. You could be
scrolling through the app for hours without you even realizing. Many people download it as a
joke, but then it turns into them spending hours on it a day. The app’s target audience is
teenagers. Now, it is mostly used for teens to post fun dance videos with their friends or
family. For example, almost every user of the app has either watched or made a video doing
the “Renegade” dance. Occasionally, you will even see a classmate doing it in the middle of
class in dead silence, just because they see it on their phone so much and can’t help to
memorize it and be non-stop doing it.

Occasionally, you will find a parent trying to embarrass their child on it. Also, they will
try to imitate and mock them by doing the dances. There are even some elders getting in on

¢ TikTok
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5 Minute €raft Reviews

| decided to try out some Valentine's Day crafts for this edition because | wanted to
make Valentine presents for my friends and family. These were great for the holiday! The first
craft is a heart pendant. The other craft is a chocolate bowl made with a balloon.

The things you will need for the heart pendent are colored construction paper, a hot glue gun,
hot glue sticks, a chain, a heart stencil, scissors, and a pencil. First take the stencil and trace
it with a pencil on colored construction paper. Next put hot glue all in the heart stencil then cut
it out and put a hole in the top for the chain. Then put the chain through the hole and clasp it
around your neck.

The next craft is the chocolate bowls. You will only need a few items for the bowls.
Gather together balloons, chocolate, bowls and some valentines sprinkles if you have them.
The first step is to blow up the balloon and knot it. Then melt the chocolate either over a
double boiler or in the microwave until melted mixing in 15 second intervals. After melted, dip
the bottom of the balloon and add sprinkles if wanted. Next put the top of the balloon in the
bowl then put it in the fridge. Once the chocolate has hardened pop the top of the balloon.
Lastly put anything you want in the chocolate bowl.

Overall the pendant turned out pretty well but | think that it could be better if you did the
heart on parchment paper then painted the pendant. For the chocolate bowl, it came out really
delicious and | was very happy with the way it looked. | filled mine with fruit and frozen
whipped cream and it was so delicious | highly recommend trying it. In my opinion, the bowls
were my favorite.

- Erin Monaghan

Teen Anxiety

As with most mental illnesses, anxiety disorders are thought to be caused by
combining factors. They are likely caused by genetic, psychological and environmental
factors. Medical conditions can also cause anxiety. Sometimes stress or personal
relationships with someone could even trigger anxiety.

Anxiety usually involves a sense of fear, dread, or apprehension. And while stress
may occur due to an external source (like an argument with your friends or family), anxiety
tends to have a more internal response. People with anxiety will trigger a flood of stress
hormones that enhance your speed, reflexes, heart rate, and circulation.

There are many ways that people can deal with anxiety. Every person is different and
coping with anxiety might be a trial and error situation until you find something that works
best for you. Sometimes talking to certain people can help ease anxiety. Exercise is also a
good way to deal with anxiety. It's as simple as going for a walk or doing 15 minutes of yoga.
You can write down your thoughts to clear your mind. Fidget toys could also help because
when you start playing with them it forces your mind to focus on the toy instead of the
problem. Even a simple good old laugh could help.

Anxiety is not life threatening but can feel that way at times. If you suffer with anxiety,
just remember there's always someone there for you. Lean on your family, friends, teachers
and counselors. They will help you get through and feeling calm again.

- Sydney Ewing
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Recipes with Maddie

For a Valentine’s Day treat | made brownie pops. | made these because you only need
a few ingredients, and they are easy to make. The ingredients you need are a box of brownies
already baked, chocolate frosting, and candy melts (I used pink).

First | cut off the edges of the brownies previously baked. Next put the brownies in a
bowl with half a container of chocolate frosting and either mash it together with your hands or
a spoon. After completely mixed, roll brownies into tiny balls about the size of a munchkin and
stick lollipop sticks in the center. Once rolled put them in the freezer to chill for twenty
minutes.

While the brownie pops are chilling start melting the candy melts with the defrost
setting on the microwave. After the candy melts are fully melted, take the brownie pops out of
the freezer and coat the brownie pops with the melted chocolate. Then place them on
parchment paper and put them back in the freezer (sprinkles are optional).

- Madison Jones

Movie Review

“Get Out” written and directed by Jordan Peele has to be one of the best movies | have
ever seen. This was Peele’s directorial debut and it truly is a massively entertaining and iconic
film. | was astounded by Daniel Kaluuya’s mind-blowing and impressive performance in this
horror cinema. Though “Get Out” is a psychological and intense suspense-filled movie, Jordan
also incorporates satire and comedic aspects which enhances the viewer’s experience. This
cinematic masterpiece capitalizes on racism and microaggressions in America.

“Get Out” is a brilliant film about a young black photographer, Chris Washington, who is
meeting his white girlfriend's family for the first time. At this suburban home, Chris starts to
notice some strange things about Rose’s family’s black servants and neighborhood friends. He
doesn’t fully realize something is wrong with them until after he is hypnotized against his will by
Rose’s mother, as the neighborhood friends become increasingly disturbing. Unlike other
cliché horror movies, the protagonist, Chris, has his priorities straight and knows that he needs
to get out of this house immediately.

This entire spine-chilling movie is full of plot twists. Because “Get Out” is so unique, |
am not surprised that it won the Oscar for Best Original Screenplay. In fact, | believe that it is
well-deserved. The symbolism and extreme attention to detail are what really makes me
appreciate this film so much more. It is rated R though, so it should be watched with parental
supervision.

“Get Out” is a game changer in the horror film industry. It’s disturbing, funny, and
delivers a crucial message that is rarely brought to light. With a very relatable protagonist,
perfect execution, and talented cast, | can say that this social thriller is 100% worth your time.

- Seseena Abraham
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A Different Way to Learn

| go to Mrs. DiSalvo's room for math. The reason why | go is because | have something called
dyscalculia. Dyscalculia is a learning disability that affects your ability to understand, learn and perform
math. It is a brain related condition that may run in families, but scientists haven’t been able to prove it
yet. Having dyscalculia doesn’t mean that you can’t do math. It means that you may need the math
shown in different steps than the average student. My brain is wired differently than the “typical” brain
and sometimes | know the answer without being able to explain it or it may take me more steps to get
an answer than my peers.

Another disability that is similar to dyscalculia is dyslexia. Dyslexia is a learning disability that
affects reading and related language processing skills. This could be a reason why some kids go to
Mrs. DiSalvo for reading. Some people don’t understand that and think that me, my classmates, or
anyone that goes to these classes is “stupid”. But that is just the way our brains work and we can’t
help it.

Something else that affects my learning is ADHD. ADHD stands for Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder. It is a disorder that affects a person’s attention and self control. It is something
that you are born with and it can be treated, but not cured. ADHD is also related to autism in some
ways. Autism is a developmental disorder that is characterized by challenges with social skills,
repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communication. Autism can also affect the way people
learn.

Some people might say that people with autism are “stupid”. This is definitely not true at all.
Actually Tim Burton, the producer and co-writer of “The Nightmare Before Christmas”, has shown
some signs of autism, but he has never officially been diagnosed. No two people with autism, ADHD,
dyscalculia, dyslexia, or any other disorder, learning disability or illness are the same. However, their
brains are each unique in the way they process the material being presented to them.

- Rachel McGlade

Tension between Iran and the US

The United States and Iran have had tension extending for over 40 years. Recently
the strain has increased after a series of events between the two countries.

The breaking point was when a United States contractor was killed in Iraq but the
Iranians chose to back their militia. The United States then retaliated by bombing the Iranian
backed militia residing in Irag. The Iranian backed militia responds to the bombing by
storming the United States Embassy in Baghdad.

On January 3rd of this year President Trump approved a drone strike. This resulted in
the death of Iranian Quds Force General Qassem Soleiman, who had been allegedly
planning attacks on the United States, as well as Iraqi militia leader abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.
President Trump says they did this to stop a war from happening and he praised our military
for ending Soleimani’s bloody rampage.

Then, on January 7th, Iran launched cruise missiles at two bases in Irag housing
United States soldiers. There were no Americans killed in this attack, but over 100 suffered
traumatic brain injuries. U.S. officials told the Associated Press that the American military
was not responsible for this attack. Since then, tension has weakened between the two
countries.

- Isabelle Newell
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Vaping Epidemic

Students' use of e-cigarettes and vapes is a serious hazard that results in long
term effects. Although teachers continue to help educate their students on the dangers
of vaping, students just do not listen. Why? Because they think vaping is a trend that
makes them cool. They think it's fine to vape because they believe it is a safer
alternative to smoking a classic cigarette. Because of this, e-cigarette use has
increased. The e-cigarette epidemic must be stopped.

According to the FDA, the rate of e-cigarette use has increased. The text on
fda.gov states that there was a 10.5% increase in middle school students who have
used e-cigarettes in 2019. This percentage will continue to skyrocket if something
changes. With such an addictive component, it will be difficult to even decrease the
number of students vaping.

In conclusion, students don't truly realize how much vaping can impact them.
Unfortunately, more and more students are using e-cigarettes. These children must be
saved from the e-cigarette epidemic.

- Chloe Cathey

Applebee’s is a family friendly restaurant that focuses on casual dining. Applebee’s
Neighborhood Grill and Bar includes American dishes, such as salads, chicken, pasta, burgers, and
riblets. Applebee’s started in 1980 in Atlanta, Georgia. There are almost 2,000 locations around the
world. Applebee’s has tasty appetizers, mouthwatering entrees, and delicious desserts.

Applebee’s appetizers include soups, salads, mozzarella sticks, chips and dip, and even
boneless wings. The soups that Applebee’s has are French Onion, Tomato Basil, Chilli or the Soup of
the Day. Some of the salads they offer are Grilled Chicken Tender, Grilled Chicken Caesar, and their
House Salad. The mozzarella sticks are one of my favorites at Applebee’s. The chips and dip that
they have are Spinach & Artichoke, Taco Topped Queso, and White Queso. One of the best
appetizers is the boneless wings.

Some of Applebee’s main entrees include burgers, fajitas, ribs, steaks, and pasta. One of the
best burgers is the Classic Cheeseburger. The Double-Glazed Baby Back Ribs are slathered with
your choice of Spicy Texas BBQ sauce or Honey BBQ. This entree is always served with two sides.
The 8 ounce Top Sirloin is always cooked to perfection and served hot off the grill. One of the best
entrees is Chef Bulgarelli’'s Stuffed Rigatoni And Tomato Meat Sauce. This is stuffed rigatoni with
Ricotta and Romano cheese which is tossed with tomato basil ground beef sauce with bruschetta
tomatoes. This meal is also served with a breadstick.

The best desserts in town come from Applebee’s. They include The Triple Chocolate
Meltdown, Sizzlin’ Caramel Apple Blondie, Blue Ribbon Brownie, Brownie Bite, and the Hot Fudge
Sundae Dessert Shooter. The Triple Chocolate Meltdown is a warm fudge-filled chocolate cake
drizzled with hot fudge. The Caramel Apple Blondie is cinnamon apples surrounded with Applebee’s
famous butter pecan blondie topped with vanilla ice cream and drizzled with caramel sauce and
sprinkle of candied pecans. The Blue Ribbon Brownie is a dark chocolate brownie with nuts served
with vanilla ice cream and a drizzle of hot fudge. The Brownie Bite is the same thing as the Blue
Ribbon Brownie just a smaller portion size. The Hot Fudge Sundae is hot fudge drizzled over vanilla
ice cream, topped with whipped cream and a cherry.

- Erin O’Shea
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Project Jolo

This may be more of an outlandish article, but that’s what I'm going for. I play a
lot of ROBLOX. I really only play a few games on the platform, but they’re enough to
keep me entertained. Since I spend a lot of time on the platform I have decided to do a
review of my favorite game on the site, Project JoJo.

Project JoJo is an MMO (Masswe Multiplayer Online) fighting game with lots of
content to explore. The game is based off the popular anime and manga series JoJo’s
Bizarre Adventure, which I enjoy and watch regularly. Project JoJo is massive. There’s
so much to do in terms of combat, stand leveling, story progression, and community
based activities.

You start off with no abilities, nothing you can defend yourself with, yet it’s
pretty easy to get started. You need to find an item called a stand arrow. Once you use
the stand arrow on yourself you will gain the power of a stand. Stands are physical
manifestations of the fighting spirit with strange and supernatural abilities. Abilities can
range from an auto-aiming barrage of punches to a gamble that has a chance to steal a
player’s money or give money to them. When you get a stand there are a ton of ways to
upgrade and evolve it. You can bless your stand, gain ultimate lifeform, and even fuse
stands together to create amazing and fun fusions. Due to the metric ton of stands and
the specs you can add to your stand there are thousands, possibly hundreds of thousands
of combos you can create.

The last thing I'd like to cover is the game’s community aspects, such as tournaments,
the economy, and trading. Members can set up tournaments and host them on private
servers. This can help people connect and possibly gain rewards if they win. The game
has somewhat of an economy. People can trade their stands for similar or even more
powerful ones through the in-game trading system. People can even “buy” stands by
paying people with rare items and then using the trading system to give them the stand.
It’s surprisingly in depth for a game developed on a children’s platform.

This game has given me a lot of great times. I currently have a few good stands in
my inventory such as Made In Heaven and The World Over-Heaven. Made In Heaven
can move at hypersonic speeds and The World Over-Heaven can stop time for up to 30
seconds. I recommend this to everyone who enjoys combat games, and even people
who like collect-a-thon type games for the trading aspect. I can even offer lessons and
help you through your journey in the game.

- Frankie Benditt
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Just Dance

Just Dance. Once you hear that you think, “Oh no...2012 all over again.” Well ladies
and gentlemen, I’'m here to tell you that right here right now, Just Dance is going to be the
most popular game in 2020 and you’ll be all over it.

| believe the hit of this year is Just Dance 2020. Just picture this, the songs of late
2019 early 2020’s number one hit list will be out and running for everyone to listen and to
enjoy. Songs like Seforita by Shawn Mendes and Camila Cabello, Panini by Lil Nas X, Bad
Guy by Billie Eilish, and many more. Now having all of your favorite songs in mind just think
about having pre-choreographed dances with colorful costumes, great background, and a
fun way to enjoy yourself and the company of your friends and family. Sure you are probably
thinking, Just Dance was a good way to have fun and to listen to music, but that's old and we
have new things to keep our minds occupied like Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok.
Well | can tell you right now that spending your whole day on social media accounts is
definitely not a good way to enjoy yourselves nor is it a good way to spend time with your or
family. Just Dance is a safe opportunity to hang out with friends and get to know each other
more, catch up with all the music and hit singles, and to exercise your body without even
thinking it's hard work or punishing towards your time.

On the website Ubisoft Support, creators discuss how Just Dance 2020 helps develop
kids’ development and gives them a fun, yet healthy, way to move around and exercise their
bodies. Just Dance also offers a kids mode to prevent young children from seeing dances
that might be too mature.

And now that | have all of this in your mind | hope you will give Just Dance 2020 a
try and learn to appreciate and love the game. | believe that this is a safe and healthy
environment, but also a fun and exciting place where you can learn a lot.

- Cierra Outlaw

Modern Buc Featured Artist

WHO PO You
Choost”

- Emma Nagle
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